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SPIRITS. 


In our Age now as in the 


Apoſtles Days 


By the SPIRIT of 


|© HRIST 


Anointing Within. 


Shewing alſo 


That the Church of Chriſt hath the 


fame Authority and Power from Chriſt their Head 
to Admoniſh, Judge, Reprove, and Rebuke ſuch as 
make a Profeſhion of the Truth, but do not Walk 
and Live in the Truth, 

Sothatthe Apoſtles did prove by the Old Teſtamen:, that Jeſus 
was the and after that the Church came to believein 
Chriſt, they were to prove and Examine themſelves how that 

WP Chriſt was in themyxcept they were reprobates. 

the true Church is not to know People in a Speech orGood 
words, or in a form of Godlineſs, or in Conferences, but in 
the Power of Godlineſs and to believe not eyery Spirit, but to 
try the Spirits whether they " of God,yeaor nay, John 1. 4- 
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Trying of Spirits in our Age now, as 
inthe Apoſtles days by the Spirit of 
Chriſt Anointing within, &#c. 


E AR Friends and Brethren in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
D who is your Heavenly Rock and foundation, and your 
Holy San#uary, your Phce of ſafety, who deiiroysthe 
deſtroycr, and is our Saviour the Chief Biſhop of your 
Souls to over-{ce you; and your Great Prophet that God hath 
raiſed up for you to hear in all things,and the Chief Shephard who 
hath Laid down his life for his ſheep, who Feeds his Sheep with 
his heavenly food, and Cloths them with his Heavenly Clothing, 
whom he hath bought with aprice his blood; and that they mighr 
know his Voice and follow him, who s from above, and not of 
this world, whoſe voice is diſtin& trom all the voices of this 
world thatare below, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all to be 
teflifed in due time; who 1s the Mediatour betwixt God and 
you, in whoſe name you have all Salvation: in whoſe name 
wer rand Authority we mect, that are his follows, and he 
1s before all things, and by him all things ſubſtſt, whohath 
delivered us from the power of darkneſs; and God hath tran- 
ſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son, and therefore what- 
foever ye do in word. or deed, do all.jn the name of Feſus Chriſt, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 
For friends ye know the Hg, God hath commanded to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, and hath ſhined in your hearts to give 
ou the Light of the knowledge of the glory of Godin the 
we of Chriſt Jeſus, which Light is the lite in hims now you 
having this heavenly treaſure in your earthen veſſels, which is 
of God, and having received the grace of God which brought 
your ſalvation, and by which you are faved, and your hearts 
eſtabliſhed in the eleftion, and covenant of grace. Tee 
Now they that hate the wy of. Chriſt, and walk delpie; 
: je | ” 


(2) 
fully againſt the ſpirit of grace, ſuch are the birth of che fleſh 
which do periecure them, which are bora of the ſpirits but as 
che Apoltle laid, Al that will live Gadly in Chrift Jeſus ſhall ſuf 
fer perſecution, but the Lords portion 1s his people, and Facob 
the ſecond birch the eleftion who 1s the Suplantcr of prophane 
* Efan, he isthe Lor of Gods inhernance( to wit ) Facob; the 
Lord led ham about and inſ{trafted. him, and he kept him as 
the appte of his eye 3 fo tender is the Lord of his Ele& people. 
And again the Lord faith, He that tenches you (tO wit) his 
Elett, or choſen people, touches the apple of Gods eye.: So you 
know the appleof the eye isa tender place ; So the Lord hath 
a ſenſe of all his ſirftering people, and is nigh unto them, and 
feels all rheir ſufferi 

And now friends, the Apoſtle Fohn, writes a general Epi- 
He co the Churchot Chriſt, as I do ro yourthe Chorch of Chriſt, 
Now ye having an Unttion from the hotly one, and by it ye know 
all things; and now this Unition or aminting within, which ye 
have recerved from the holy one, which abides in you, ye need not 
that any man teach you, but as the ſame anointing teaches you of all 
things, and is trath, and is no the, and even as it hath taught 
you, and doth teach you; ye ſhall abide or continne in the. Son or 
in the father, in whom ye have eternal fe, according to hispro- 
miſes; now all ſince the Apoſtles days 'that are gane from this 
wmointing and UVnttions, teaching within, that comes from rhe 
holy one, ſuch are. gone and wandred trom the father and the 
Son, and ſeduced from the anointings, teaching mor bir 
they ſhould have continued-in the ton and the father: but my 
friends and brethren in Chriſt Jeſus, rhat have the anointing 
and Union within adage yc have received from theho- 
ty one, and by it yon cominme.in The fon and Father, by this 
Unttion and anointing within ed the Chnrch. of \bnow ll 
yhings, 5 the Cherch of Chnitdid by the frmeVinftion In the 
Apolitesdays.and therefore the-Apoſtte bid the ChnrchoPChrift 
by this Untivn, Try. the Jririts, unit bid them believe nat every 
con He try the /pari ther 


Church try cher words y their, Jpirirs,, whether they ere 
vf Got!, yea or nay, for-enany tad aer thopnodworths |= 
i cs, 


(3) 
fpecches, and deceived the hearts of the fample ; and were not 
thele a kind of Chriſhans which feryed not che Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, &c. which the Apoſtle warned the Romans of inn Rom. 
16. and fuch that had gotten the form of Godlineſs, and denyed 
the power thereof, that were heady high minded without natural af- 
fettions, Truce breakers, &c. falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce 
diſpiſers of them that were good, that were compared to- Jannes 
and Jambtes,that withfood Moſes: ſo do theſe alſo refiſtthe Truth 
men of corrupt minds, reprobares concerning theFaich,  &c. and 
did nor. thele go under the name of Chriſtians and Leaders 
which bad the + i of Godlineſs but denyed the power thereof, 
which the Church of Chriſt were to turn away from, and not to 
follow ; and is there not of this ſort now that troubles the 
Church 'of Chriſt; as 'they did in the Apoſtles days. And 
therefore as the Apoſtle: fairh, Try their ſpirits whether they are 
of God or #9; the Apoſtle did nor fay to the Church of Chrilt, 
Try them wherher they have the good words and fair ſpeeches, 
and the form of Godlineſs, but Try their: ſpirits whether they 
be of God, or nay; and fo if they have not the power of 
Godlincis top are to be torned away from and therefore 
with-the aminting within, by which = may koow all things, 
with it Try their ſpirits whether they be of God or no, andtry 
whether they have the-power of Godlineſs, yea, fuch achave 
the fair cs and good words, and the form of Godlinels, 
ry. chetr {piritswhether they beat God, and whether they have - 

0 one Godlineſs; and it not, they aretobeturned away 
rom. wry 
' [Andohe Apoſtleexhorrs Temothy, toavoid:profanc andwyain ' 
Bablingsandoppofitions of Science ally fo Called; which lame 

baveenmredconcerningrhe fairh, therefove the Church 
of Chriſt is to avoid ſuch things now as then, leaſt they-err, 
concerning the crue faichof Chriſt, and were nor; Phygel/ns,) and 

Herynogenes, and_Hymencus, awd A you think - 


that theſe hadigone under the mame of ns:t2:the Apo-- 


files days; thongh their words mall” ext a5 doth the Canker then - 
thet recerved them; and fuck mronvlai the :Gbourahiiol | Chrif 
then, andthe fame fpiritcnow whith two rryed and tirncd 
_ —_ and nor only ſo bur to ſhun profane = | 

ngs, for they walbenereafe nuto none migodVineſs, \herefore tat - 
ws .tobekept gut of ther th, x | z 


Apd 


(4) 
And the Apoſtle exhorts Timothy to Charge them before the 
[ ord (to:wit ) the Church, that they firive not about words to 
. noprofit, and therefore that [trife-which is to-no profit, and ro 
. the ſubverringof the hearers, rhe Charge now is tor the Church 
of Chriſt to ſhun luch chings, and if any man reach otherwiſe 
and conſent-not to wholeſome words, and the words of our Lor 
Jeſus Chriſt,. and che Doftrine which is according to Godli- 
. nels, he is proud or a fool, and knowing nothing bur dot- 
ing about queſtions and ſtrife of words, whereof comes envie, 
ſtrife, railing, evil ſurmizings, perverſe diſputings,; nien of 
corrupt minds, and deſtirute of the truth, ſuppoiting thar 
gain is Godlineſs, from ſuch with-drawthey ſetf, So muſt all rhe 
members of Chriſts Church now in ouragewithdrawthemſely s 
from ſuch thar are diſtirure concerning the truth, though ſuch 
may go in the name of Chriſtians, as ſuch might do in the 
Apoſtlesdays, andrroubled the Church of Chritt then as they 
donow; but believe not every ſpirit but try their ſpirits whether 
they have the power of Godlinels, yeaornay. 
Now the ſpirir ſpeaks expreſly, That ſome ſhould depart 
from the Faith (then they had ir once) and they ſhould give 
heed to ſeducing ſpizits and Doffrine of Devils, ſpeaking lyes 
in hypocrifie, having their canſciences Seared as with a hot Iron, 
forbiding to Marry, and commanding to abftain frommeats, which 
God hath created tobe received with thanksgiving, &c. for every 
creature of God is Good ( Mark) Good, and nothing to be refuſed 
if it be received with thankggiving, for it « ſanttified by the Word of 
God and Prayer. | Mx 
For all things were made and Created by the: Word, and 
al chings upheld by the word, &c. And by the Word of God 
_ and Woman is ſanQified, and it andifics all things to 
' chem. - YT 


And do yenor think that theſe chat had departed from the 
Faich, and given heed to the DoQrines of Devils,. forbidding 
watriag to/abſtain frommears;” &c. went not underthe 
name of Chriſtians,as too many ſuch do now; 'and thereforerhe 
Apoſtle fairh, Try'their ſpirits whether they be of God or no, and 
—_ they be inthe power of Godlinefſs; and in the Faith of Gods 


And the Chuitch of Chriſt now as in the Apoſiles days is to 
fhun profane and old wives fables, and to exerciſe og "9 
God. 


EL | 
Godlineſs, for bodily exerciſe profits litt/e, or for a little time. 
bur Godlineſs is profitable unto all men, having the promiſes of 
this life that now «, and of that life wbich 6. to come: So all that 
have a Care ot the Church of Chriſt, will mind thoſe things 
which are for the Comfort and edifying of x. | 
And the Apoſtle his Charge was to ſome, not to give heed to 
endleſs Genealogies, which miniſtred queſtions rather then to. Godly 
edifying, which. is in: Faith,. which (ome. having turncd aſide 
unto vain Janglings. . And therefore fooliſh and. unlcarned 
ueſtions avoid, knowing, that they - do- gender. unto ſtrife. 
heſe things the Church of Chriſt, were to ſhun then and now, 
and follow Godly editying in the. Faith, for did not rhey ga 
under the name of Chriſtians that turned aſide unto vain Jan- 
glcing, and fuch that deſired: to be: teachers of the Law, un- 
erſtanding neither what they ſay, nor whercof they affirm; 
and therefore as the Apoſtle ſaid, Try their, ſpirits whether they 
be of-God, and whether they be inthe power of Godlineſs; for that 
ſpirit that doth not underſtand what it faith of the Law, can- 
notunderſtand what it faith-of the Goſpel: So is not fit to be a 
teacher of neither. PS | | 
And the Apoſtleexhorted Timothy, To preach the word in ſea- 
fon and out of ſeafen, reprove, and rebuke, and exhort with all ' 
long-ſuffering and Dottrine, for the time will come 'when they. will * 
nat endure found Dof#rine, but after their onn lufs ſhall they heap - 
to themſelves teachers, baving Itching Ears, and they ſhall thrn. 
away their Ears from the truth, and (hall be turned unto Fables. 
Now had not theſe Itching Ears and- their Teachers; -that 
ſhould turn from the truth to Fables, a kind-of Chriſtians.who 
could not endure ſound Doarinegtherefore-their ſpirits are ro 
berryed whether they be in the ruth and ſound. Doftrine,, for 
the ping Lyn that will have. teachers after their luſts; the 
ſpirit thathath im them faith, they are.turned from rhetruth 
and turned to Fables. - | 
And Simen Magus and Demas, thatforſook Paul and loved 
thi preſent world, and Alexander, had not they. gone .under - 
che name of Chriſtians, bur the ſpirit. thar-tryed them. ſaw De- 


nz and the Apoſtle exhorts Timothy .to beware 
of Alexanderthe Copper-Smith, which had: done him much.evil, 
for he hadgreatly w1 the Apoſtles. wards.. . 
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(6) 
So here you may ſee the Apoſtle, which was a watch-man, 
and tryed their ſpirits, ſuch as he had tryed not to be of God, 
nor in the Truth, nor in the Faith, nor in the Power of God- 
linek,heexhorted the Charch of Chriſt, and the Miniſters,to be- 
warc, andto ſhun,and toturn away from ſuch. 

And the Apoſtle exhorts Tits, to hold faft the faithful word 
as he hath been taught, that he might be able by ſound Dottrine 
both to exhort and convince the gain- ſayers, tor faith he, There 
are many unruly and vain talkers, and deceivers, eſpecially they 
of the Circumciſion, whoſe monthes muſt be #opt, who ſubvert whole 
Houſes, teaching things which they ought not for filthy lucres 
ſake they profeſſing that they kzow God, . but in works deny him, 
being abominable aad diſobedient ; and to every good work « repro- 
bate, wherefore Saiththe Apoſtle to Titus, Reprove them ſharply 
that they maybe ſound in the Faith. 

Now did not theſe vain unruly talkers, whoſe mouths were 
ro be ſtopr, which denyed God in their works, and to ever 

-g00d work reprobates, did not theſego under the name of Chrt- 
ftians? and is there not too many ſuch m our davs? unruly yain 
talkers, that deny God intheir works, and are reprobares ro 
every good work? for there are too many ſuch unruly talkers 
- nd nga God and _— in ws bop in _——— 

eny him and are reprobate to ev Wo 2rc 
again thepraQtice of truth and Religion, borh in themlelves 
and others, and therefore all ſuch ſpirits are tryed with the 
anointing within, not tobe of God, neither now nor in the 
Apoſtles days, nor in the r of Godlineſs, therefore are to 
be turned away from, and all fuch that give heed to Jewiſh Fa- 
bles and Commandments of men, that turn from the truth : 
this the Apoſtle exhorted Titusnot togive heed to, but'to awid 
fooliſh queſtions and Genealogies,” and Contentions and frivings about 
the Law, for they are unprofitable and vain, - . | | 

And therefore whatever is unprofitableand vain; the Churcty: 
of Chriſt is to turn away from now as in the Apoltles _ for 
it is ont of the powerofGodlineſs, and therefore rry their ſpirits 

Andthe Apoſtle fairh, Rebyke not an EMer, but extreat” hine 
as a Father; and the Jotger men as Brethren, and" the Elder 
women as Mothers, the younger as Sifters, with all puriey. 
Againft an Elder receive not- an actnſationghut before two or three 

wit- 


(7) 
witneſſes, but a man that-is an Heretick,, after the firſt and ſecond 
admonition,rejett knowing that he that is ſuchu ſubverted and ſnneth, 
being condemned of himfe!f.Therciore,l lay, wy iuch Spiris with 
che anointing within, whether they -be of God or no; for a 
man muſt err from-the ſpirit of God betore he be a Heretick; 
for you read that ny” ata had the ſcriptures, and"wany . that 
are called Chriſtians have got the Scriprures, the form of God- 
linceſs; but the Prophets ol the Jews, that they relelied again 
the ſpirit of God, and reſted the Holy Ghoſt, and fo they wycd 
their ſpirits and found them nor robe of God : So muſt they 
thar go undet the name of Chriſtians, chat have the form of 
Godlinels, but deny the power thereot ; be tryed now with 
the Holy Ghoſt that gave forth the Scriptures, wherher they be 
111t Or no, | n 
And Chriſt ſpeaking of the falſe Prophets and Anti-chritls tg 
bis diſciples, Mat. 7. How that they ſhould come in the ſheeps Cloth- 
zng, but inwardly they ſhould be ravening Wolves; and by their 
frugts they ſbould know themz bur were not thele like ſheep? and 
Chriſhans when they had: gotten the ſheeps Clothing on; the 
form of Godlineſs? but were inwardly ravened from. the, ſpi- 
rit and power of God, fo+their fruits were thorns. and thiſtles; 
ſorry their ſpirit and what fruitthey bear, whether they be of 
God, yea.or nay; forſuch inwardly rayening wolves are de- 
ſtroyers of the ſheep of Chriſt, and cannot bring forth good - 
fruit, nor abide the practice of truth and. pure Religion, and 
therefore Chriſt bid them bewarc of them ard nor. fallow 
them; \ and Foby bids the Church beligye nor cvery ſpirit, but 
try their ſpirits whether they be of Godl or no. '' © | 
Andas Chriſt ſaid, Many ſhon!dcalt him Lord, Lord, or Ma- 
_ 0 ap ſhall ſay, we have pgs in thy name; and caſt out 
evils in thy name, and we have preached inthe freets. ,. 
_ Now: di noccheſe go-under the name of Chriſtiang,.and 
were great preachers,chat could preach in the nameot ad 
do fiach miracles; but Chriſt faich he will profeſs; he.neyes 
knew them, arid. ſaith, Depart from me ye workers, of iniquity 3 


and Chriſt faith, -It « not every one that ſaith, Lord, \Lorg, 
enpriinto\the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that! dots te Mill- af 
Ln, #% hin. | ? 3 ww # - 4 " ad 


A Hyver ER LT. 0 
{And you :m fcehete-ir is notevery onechat lay 
Lotd, 10s. thera: nh che name of! Jews, 2 


(8) 
the form of Godlineſs, and not in the power of God that Chrift 
receives, and that enrred irito his kingdom, but ſtich asdeparr 
from iniquity and do the will of God char 1s, received by 
Chriſt, and that enters the Kingdom of God ; for the Apoltle 
himſelf faich, I keep under my body, and bring it into ſubjettion, 
lejt that by any means when T have preached to others, Imy ſelf 
ſhould be a Caſt away. - Here the Apoſtle had not only a cate of 
_—_ bur of himſelf, that he might be preſerved in Chriſt 
Ls | 
And there were Certain Vagabond Fews Exorcifts took npon them 
to Call over them which had evil ſpirits in the name of the Lord 
Feſus, ſaying, We adjure you by Feſus whom Paul preaches. And 
there were ſeven Sons of one Sceva a Few, and Chief of the priefs 
which did ſo, and the evil mow anſwered and ſaid, feſus T 
know, and Paul T know, but who are ye'? and 1o the evil ſpirits 
came over them, and prevailed over them, and againſtrhem, 
that they fled ' away naked, &c. ſo you may {ce hercir is not 
| them that rake upon themſelves to uſe the'name of Jeſus, and 
the name of Paz7, that gives dominion over theevil Spirits,/but 
rhey thatare'in the ſpirit and power of Jeſits, that Paul was in; 
this is it that arms them and Cloths them. 0 ONO 
And all fuch as Preacht np outward Circumciſion, or elſe they 
could not be ſaved; and alfo tuch as obſerve days, months, times 
and years, and thought to be juftified by the law, and not by the- 
Faith of Chri#; did not theſe go tr os name- of; Chiiftians 
whom che Apoſtle ſaid, Hewes afraid left heibad befowed pon 
them Lxbour in vain; and of whoin he ſaid 1 travel'iu birth gain 
until Chrift. be formed in you, and if Chrif: be not. itt you, you dre 
reprobates ; and they that fonght to be outwardly circtimci- 
fed, Chriſt profited thera nothing, '&c.. For- ir. Chrif either 
Circumciſon tor Uncircumcifion auaileth'avy thivigy" bit 7, a 
es hh Ne ai nor val any Hh Dent 
EwinhMtCWhich did notavail any 'cHlife bated Ui 
felw-creature-in Chriſt, &0. PI ue , plot WLENS 
TOR brechten that came-privily to ſpie our the - 
berity wenede Apoſtles and true Chriſtians had inChriſt 1c us, 
| ey Wight bring them- into bondage,” To whimn'(Tajtti thi 
poſile,) we gipe place by ſubjettion,.'ne not forvun hor, thy 
the Goſpel right continue with-you'C to-Wit) th ; 
An Apolttc ſaith, but ſome of rheſe- ſeemet#b. bo Newhart 
ahi | | in. 


- 
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T9) 
in Conference, that the Apoſtle laid, They added nothing to me 
and ( whatſoever they were, it makgs no matter to. me, for God ac- 
cepiery no mans perſon. | : _ 
owhereyou may ſec the Apoſtle makesuſe of his Authority 
in the power and ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus over ſuch falſe brechrea 
that came to fpie out their liberry in Chriſt, and bringthem in- 
to bondage, and though they ſeemed ſomewhat in conference, 
the Apoſtle did not matter it, for he knew God reſpefied no mans 
perſon, ro whom he would not beſtow an hours time withal, 
thar the Truth of the Goſpel might continue with the Church ; 
. butdid not theſe go under the nameof Chriſtians 2. did not the 
Apoſtle heretry their ſpirits, whether they were of God or no?» 
and though they did feem ſomewhar in conference, it added 
| nothing, and ſuch the Church isto reject now wiich bringsinta 


age. 
And the Apoſtle ſaith to the Church of the Cologians, Let 
' no man beguile youof your reward, in a voluntary humility, and 
worſhipping of Angels, intruding into thoſe things which he hath 
not ſeen, vainl pu up by his fleſhly mind : not holding the 
head,from which all the body by Foynts and bands have nouriſhment 
miniſtred, and knit together with the encreaſe of- God, wherefore 
if ye be dead with Chrift from the rudiments and Elements of the 
world: as though living in,are ye ſubjett to ordinances, touch not, 
taft not, handle not, which all are to periſh with the ufing after 
the Commandments and Dofrines of men, which things have in- 
deed a fhew of wiſdom in willgorPts and bumilit , and neglefting 
of the body, not in any honour to the ſatisfying of the fleſh. Here 

Ee Apoſtl: who-could try their ſpirirs, would have'others ro 
rry their ſpirits, and had a care of the Church and would nor, 
have chem beguiled by intruders in the rhings they had not 
ſeen, who were yainly puft up with a fleſhly mind which 
held nor Chriſt the Head, &+. theſe were gone from the Light 
and Shinn of God, by which they might have ſeen the things 
of God ; fo they were not like to worſhip God in ſpirit and 
truth ; and therefore the Churchis to beware of ſuch beguik 
now as in the Apoſtles days, and to try their ſpirits whether 
they be of Gad.or no, and they that be dead. and riſen." 
Chriſt, which are che Church of Chriſt, theyare notto ci | 
ject to the rudiments, or elements, or ordinances ofthis world, 
for they are not to ronehs, tall nor handle the ay or | 


| | ( 10*) 
Commandments . of ' men, which all are to periſh with the- 
uſing that are not after Chriſt, nor* from him, though they 
may hayea ſhew in will-worſhip and humility, if they doneg- 
t&& che body of Chriſt the Church, and not-hold him the head, 
and all thar ſpirits work, is but to fatisfie the fleſh which brings. 
no honour to Gad. os | | 

And therefore. the Church of Chriſt-is to try the' ſpirits. of- 
fuch now asin the Apoſtles days, leſt they ſhould be beguiled of 
their reward. - . pH 

And again the Apoſile ſaith, Beware 2 any man ſpoil you 
through Phyloſophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men, 
and after the Rudiments or Elements of this, World, and not , after- 
Chrit. Here again you may (cc the Apoſtle. had a care of the 
Church, that they ſhould try their ſpirits, not to follow that 
Which 15s not after Chriſt; and therefore the Church is to be- 
ware of ſuch things-and ſpirits, leſt they be ſpoiled. 

' And again the Apoſtle warns the Church,. Left any man 
Fould beguile them with enticing Words ; and again hefaich, Be- 
ware of Dogs, beware of evil workgrs, beware of the Goncifion(thar- 
is) falſe Apoſtles which gloried in circumciſion, and the 
Apoſtle calls them concifton, which is a: cutting off and tear- 
ing aſunder of the Truth ;. fee the margent in Phil. 3. 

So the Apoſtle would have the Churchrotry ſuch ſpiritsthen, 
which'the Chauch ought ro. do now by the fpirir of God and 
anointing - within, and that: they may - not be beguiled with” 
mans enticing words, and they may beware of Dogs and' 
evil doers, and cyil workers, ,&c. though they. may. come in 
ſheeps-clothing, fair ſpeeches. and good words, and a form of 
Godlineſs, but dewying the power of it ; from ſuck the Church is: 
rt rurn away, for. the Prophet ſaith, 4s. to_ the wicked, what. 
Fit they x LA Godt "oY oy Ny od hate 4 be 6 
9 med; and Chriſt faith. re fuch--pr Ers that Ate WOrkets. 0 
Ifth oa 759k from me, T know youtnotzand of 
Every one that name the name of Jeſus, let them de art from in- 
KY -andſo.fairh theChurch of Chriſt and all ASAT Mi- 

DO | et nf yp ws wo _y SY | 

" And the Apoſtle Gid to ;the Church'of Fphe fas, 1-kyow this 
that after my. departing (hall grievous wolves enter in amongft' you, 
mot ſparing the flock; allo of your own felves ſhall men ariſe ſpeak-- 


ing perverſe things, to dr aw away diſciples after them ; groom 
| watch 
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watcli and remember that for the ſpace of three years I ceaft 


not to warn every one night and day with tears, and faid 
Fake beed thereforeunto your ſelves, 'and to the flock over the which 
the. Holy Ghoſt hath made | yo over-ſeers, to-feed the Church of 
God which he hath purchaſed with hzs own blood; here you may 
ſee the Apoſtles care of the Church 'of Chriſt, and with what 
they. were to watch and oyer ſee the flock of Chriſt,, and to- 
feed. his-Church withal, ro wit, the Holy Ghoſt; in whict 
Holv Ghoſt is the Church of Chriſts- communion, by whictr 
they" ſhould try their {pirirs that were amongſt them, and were 
not theſe men that ſhould. ariſe noone themſel 
peak perverſe things, and ſhould draw away difcip'es; after” 
em a kind of -Chriſttans, and would they not-draw into a 
kind of ſeparation-from-clie Charch,- and+ did not the Apoſtle 
ſay;that theyſhould have grievous wolves that won! not ſpare the flock, 
which ſhould enter among/t them; and  had* not they the ſheeps- 
clothing, and is not the Church of Chriſt ro beware of alk ſuck 


now. as were in the Apoſtles days, and to watch againſt them : 


with che ame Holy Gheft, and nor to belieye every. ſpirit, bur. 
them wherher they are of God. 

And the” Apoſtle ſaid ro the Church, what ſaich the Scrip- 
ture, Caf out the bond Woman and: her' Son, the Sor: of the bond 
Woman ſhall not be heir with the $on of the free Woman, for the 
Son of the bond Woman-was horn after eſe + and will perfecute- 


the free Womans' Children born after the "ſpirit, for the free Wo- 


mans Children which are the Church of Chrit Jeruſalem, which is. 


above,” istheir Mother.-' D 5 0 OS 

And again the Apoſtle exhorts the Church; and bid then 
take heed left there be-any fornicator or profane perſon, as Eſau, 
who for a morſel of bread ſold his birth-right; for ye know: that 


afterwards when he would have inherited the bleſſing he was rejett-. 


ed: be found no place of & mma he fonght it withtears\ 
& rhe Apoſtle ſaid to the Churett ofChriſt, This is the meſſage that 
ye have heard from the beginning, that we ſhould love one another, 


not as Cain who was of that wicked one & ſlew his brother, & wherefore - 


he him becauſe his works were evil and hi brothers righteous. 


' And the Churchinow muſtrake heed of rhis natureof Jhmee?, 


” . 


Eſau and Cain, 'chough Cain did offer ſacrifice, fo he wasa kind 
of a Prieft,' butt a Perfecutor and a'Slayer of the righteous; and : 


Ibbmael wascireumciſed outwardly, aad was in an outward fel- 


ves and*© 


F 
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lowſhip, yet he was wild and a Mocker, and a perſccutor of 
the hewx of the promiſe. ; 1. 

And Eſau hc was alſo circumciſed who dilpiled his birth- 
right for a meſs of pottage and a morlel of bread; who ſaid 
in his heart he would kill Jacoby the ſecond birth whom Gad 
Loved, but Eſau and Ihmae! were not circuinciſed with the 
{pirit, and tbereforc the Church of Chriſt now isnotto believe 
every ſpirit, bur try their ſpirits whecher they are of God, or 
of Cain, Eſaruand Iſhmael, and if ſo, to beware of them, | 

And fohn in his Epiſtleto the Church faid, Many deceivers 
were entred into the world, &Cc. _—_ your ſelves, 8c. whoſoever 
tranſgreſſeth and abideth not in the Dottrine of Chriſt hath not God, 
and he that abideth in the Doitrine of Chrift,he hath both the father 
and the ſon. If there come any unto you and bring not this Doftrine 
(Mark ) [ not this Dodtrine of the Apoliics ] receioe ine ae into 
your houſes, neither bid him God Speed, for he that bids him God 
Speed, 25 pres of his eml deeds. ; 

Now here the Apaſtle with the ſpiric of Chrift, warned the 
Church of Chriſt in his day, of ſuch before mentioned, and the 
fra" of com _ is to. 00k ro themſclves, aud Gn 

now that walk not in aj es iſ] 

and abide not in the Doftrine of Chri are tranſ{greflors 
and abide. not in the Father and the Son, thou they may 

roſelsthen both in words, and the Church of Chriſthad and 
Path Authority in che power and ſpirit of Chriſt not to receive 
ſuch intotheirbauſes: nor bid them God ſpeed, &c. therefore 
of _ ſpirics whether they be of God,and Jay hands on no man 
Suddenty.. | 6 | 

Ard the Apoſtle faith, T wrote unto the Church,hut Diotrephes, 
who loves to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 
Wherefore if 1 come, I will remember hi deeds which he doth, 
prating againft us with malicious words: and not content there- 
with, nexther doth he himſelf receive the brethren, and forbiddeth 


them that would, and cafteth them out of the Church. Now here. 


vou may ſee the Apoſtlescare of the Church in his ay then, 
which ought to be ſo now againſt ſuch prating Diotrephes with 
their Malitious words which Jove to have the preheminence.,and 
did r.ot this Diatrephes go under the name.of .a Chniſtian ;..but 
7ohn had the r and ſpirir.of Chriſt co deal wich him; and 
io Fenicraber his deeds, and to Judge them: and fo hath the 


Church 
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Church of Chriſt'now'withche power and ſpirit of Chriſt, co 
Judge and try fuck ſpirirs, whether they be of God or no. 
And likewiſe the Apoſtle James in his general Epiſtle, he 
brought the Church to try the pure Religion from the falſe, 
from ſuch as ſeemed to be Religious, and bridled not their own 
tongues that deceived their own hearts 1n their vain Religion. 
. And likewiſe the Apoſtle brought che Church to {ce who were 
the doers of the word, not only hearers, fot they that were only 
hearers and not doers deceived their own ſelves. 

And alſo the Apoſtle exhorred the Church to try their faith 
and belicf, for many would fay they had ftaich and believed. 
Then you would fay thclewcrecalled Chriſtians, butthe Apo- 
' file faich, If a Brother or $1fter be naked or deſtitute of dayly food, 
and if you ſay to them, depart in peace, be ve warmed and filled, 
and you give them not thoſe things which are needfulto the body, 
even ſo u faith, if it have not works dead; and therefore the 
truc and living faith is to be ſhewed forth by irs good works, 
Which will feed che hungry, and cloth the- naked, and re- 


lieve the widdow and'fatherlels,. and ſo ro praftice Religion * 


and faith,. which is the victory, and' gives the viftory.over the 
News and his bad works, in which taith. they co pleaſe 


And fo here you may ſec the Church of Chriſt in the: Apo- 
ſtles days,. now. who are the hearcrs ofthe word and not the 
doers of .the:, word, and whor are inthe pure and undefiled 
Regiogs.Ce: to vilic the farherles and the widdow, &c. and' 
who {eems. to be-religious in a yain religion, and who are in 
che true living faith, and who arc-in the dcad faith, and who' 
are in'the pure peaceable wiſdom thats from above, .and its 
fruits, and who are in the wiſdom thats earthly and devillifh. 
below, and whoſedead faich brings them. ro reſpe&t a perſon 
baguſe'of his gold ring and gay apparel, -and deſpiſe the poor ; 
ſach'cheir ſpirirs are ro be tryed with the ſpirit of God; and 
the anointing, within, in the Church of Chriſt now as they did 
inthe Apoſtles days. 


; And Peter in his general Epiſtle ro the Church tells them, 
thar there ſhould be. falſe teachers amongſt them, who privily ſhould: 
bring-in damnable herefie, even denying the Lord that bought thenz, 
and ſhould bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruttion, and many ſhall 
fellow: therr pernicious or lacivious ways, by reaſon. of whom the- 


my 
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w4y of truth ſhall be evil ſpokgn of, and through Covetonſneſs ſhall 
they with fained words make Merchandize of you(to-Wit) the trite 
Chriſtians; and there ſha{/ be falſe teachers amongſt them whoſe 
Fudgment, 8c. lingered not, and their Damnation Slumbered 

not. ; ' 

And the Apoſtle ſhews the Church the ſtare and the ex- 
ample of the tallen Angels and Old World, and the Citys of 
Sodomand Gomorrah, ot their deſtruction, and how God Saved 
Noah the preacher of Righteouſneſs, and delivered Fuft Lor, 
who was vexed with the filthy converſation of the wicked Sodomites. 
-Bur theſe, ro wit, the falle Teachers that ſhould come amongſt 
che Chriſtians, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, which arc as na- 
tural bruit beaſts, &c. that ſpeak evil ofthe things they under- 
ſtand nor, ſporting themſelves with their own deceivings; 
asthey feaſt with you, to Wir, the Chriſtians, beguiling unſtable 
Souls, &c. which have forſaken the right way (to wit )Chriſt, 
and following the way of Balaam ( that is-) in the error from the 
_ lpirit of God, theſe are the wells without water, carryed about 
with a tempeſt; ( Mark ) a tempeſt, and ſpeak great fwellings 
words of. vanity to allure rhem that eſcaped from' them, e+c. 
while they promiſe them liberty, yea themſelves are ſervants of 
Corruptions, for of whom 'a man is overcome of the ſame, he's 
brought into bondage : for if after they have eſcaped ions 
of the -wo#1d through tFe knowledge of Chrift, they are again in- 
tangled therein andevercome; the Latter end u worſe with them then 
the beginning, for'it had been better+for them not to have kjown the 
way of Righteouſneſs, then after they have known it to turn from 
the Holy Commandment delivered unto them; *bmt it -is happened, 
8c. the dog is turned to his ownvomit again, andthe Sow that was 

wiſhed tothe wallowing in the mire. OR es.” 
Now hcreyou may ſee what care Peter had; in his general 
Fpiſtle, of the Church of Chriſt ; the ſame* care. mni'the 
fame power and fpirit ought to be now. And d9*you' think 
that heb falſe teachers had nor ordid notgounder the nanic-of 
Chriſtians which were amongl(t the Chriſtiansrhenz. and ſhould 
make Merchandize of them, and feaſted wich chem, which 
had foriakcn the right way ; bur they could ſpeak high{welling 
words of vanity to allure and promile-rhern'Iiberry,” to\bting 
irto bondave, and ir had been'berter forthemndt th e know? 
tf e way of Þ oa brenr:(reſs Cwhich ir fees thev had Pn 
they 
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they have known it, to turn from it and the Holy Commandment ; 
Who:had been waſht, and to turn again into the mire, and 
therefore the Apoſtle very well might{ay,Be/eve not every ſpirit, 
but try the ſpirits, with the ſpirit of God and the anointing with- 


in. 
' So the Church of Chriſt are now to try ſuch ſpirits, and to 
blow the trumpet in heavenly Son; againſt ſuch ſpirits when 
they do riſe; and ſo you may ſee-what kind of {pirits theſe 
were that promiſcd liberty,. or whatliberry ir was which brings 
into bondage, and into the mire, and to torſake the right way 
of Chriſt, 1 whom true liberry is, and in him they are free, 
and as yer not uſing their liberty for a cloak of maliciouſncis.as 
too many do, and have done, -but uſing their liberty as the 
ſervants of God in righteouſneſs and holineſs,and this is the truc 
Churches liberty in Chriſt Jeſus. | | 
And Fude in his general Epiſtle to the Churchz ſee what 
care he hath of the Church of Chriſt, and exhorts them rocon- 
rend for the faith, for he ſaith, There were certain men crept in 
anawars, &c. yea ungodly men, that turned: the grace of God 
into laſciviouſnefs, 8c. and; theretore he pur the Church. in 
remembrance, though they knew ir, how that the Lord hav- 
ing ſaved the people ont of Egypt,” and after deſtroyed them which 
believed not, but; murmured and rebelled againj} hims and how 
that the Angels which kept not their fir} eftate, but left: their ha- 
bitation, God hath reſerved to everlaſting Chainsof Darkneſs, ec. 
and how God overthrew Sodam and Gomorrah for their wicked- 
neſs, and are ſet forth for an Example, - ſuffering the vengance of 
eternal fire. Now thele examples and the unbeliet of them char 
periſhed in Egypt, and the deſtruction of -the: old world and 
Sodom, and the Angels nor keeping their 'fitſt ſtare or. habiraris 
on, 'the Apoſtle puts theChurch'in remembrance 'of, that they 
ſhould beſtedfaſtin the holy faith and contend for it, and build 
one another up in it. |. t | 
And the Apoſtle {atth likewiſe theſe filthy dreamers that had 
crept in at nnawares; ungodly: men which; tutns- the- grace of 
God into laſciyiquiaeis, 'Wnichdefiles;rhe fSeſh, -and delpile do- 
minion; and ſpeak exBdogoliiels now :the dominion and 
dignitics was the powerand'ſpirirof Chyiſt; but thele alſo faich 
the Apoſtle, ' ſpeak evil of.thoſe things which they know nor, 
but what. they know arora as byuit. beaſts, in choſe things 
16 they 
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chey corrupt themſclves;. and-roo many fuch here ate at this 
day ; bur wo unto then, for they are gone ir the way Ot Cain, 
thars in enyie, whowasa deſtroyer, a killerand afacrificer too, 
who went trom Chriit the way, who came to fave mens lives 
and ro delttoy the deſtroyer, and they ran greedily after the 
errour of Ba/aam,- that's from the ſpirit of God, and are gone in 
the gaiti-ſaying ot Corah,. whiclt was againft the Lawand Mec/-s 
the icrvant of Ged-. So theſe 'tyrnsthe grace of God Which ſhould 
bring lalvarion to {4/edwouſneſs, and have foriaken the right 
way. The Apoltle faith, Theſe are ſpots in your featts of Charity, 
and when they {eaſt withyou (to wit} che true Chriſtians, they 
ted themſclves without fear, and they were in danger to bring 
the Chriftians without theitcar'of the Lord, and. the Apoſtle 
ſaith, they are. clouds without water. carryed about - of the winds, 
then they werechaft and not wheat; andthe Apoſtle ſaid, they 
were trees whoſe fruit withereth, and without fruit twice dead and 
pluckt up by the roots. Then they wete not like to grow firſt 
deat in fins and treſpaſſes, and then quickned by Chriſt, and 
then dead again: chefe-are rhe raging waves of-the Sea (they 
may be kcown by their rage) foaming our their own ſhame; 
wandcring ſtars nor fixt in the firmament of Gods power, ec. 
thele are murmurers and complainers, walking after theirown 
laſts andnot after Chriſt, and theſe with their mouths ſpeaks 
gredt ſwelling words, having mens perſons in admiration becanſe 
of advantage; and _ are they who ſeparate themſclves ;' ſen- 
ſual having not the ſpirit of God, and howcan they when they 
are erred from it & twice dead.So here you may (ce a {elf (cpa- 
ration from the ſpirit of God in Cain and Corah and Balaawrs 
way, which tam the grace of God into Laſciyioulneſs: rhe 
faln Angels, the Old world, Cain, Corah, Balaam and . Sedoit: 
theit! exaniple, thac they follow, that arc che wells withour 
water, trees without ftuir, clouds without rain, raging waves 
of the Sea, foaming out their own ſhame, wandering ſtars, Toft 
their firſt ſtate and habitacion, murmurets, and 'Complainer 
their mouths can ſpeak great fwellingwords, yet mocrkers, theſe 
berhey who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, having not che ſpirir, 
as before,filthy dreamers, defile rhe fleſh, defpiſe- dominion, 
fpeak evil of dignitics, and what dignnties and dominions were 
in the Church in Judes days, but the power and rhe ſpitir of 
Chrift its t«ss Church> And- therefore the Apoſtle. ns 
| | y 
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fy, belicye not every:ſpirir, but cry them whether they be of 


And the Church of Chriſt is to try in our day with the a- 
nointing within, and with the' ſpirit of Chriſt, he faith, cry 
ſuch ſpirirs and fruits, and of ſome have a Compaſſion, making 
adifference ; an1others ſave with fear,plucking them out of the fire, 
bating even the garments, ſpatted with the fleſh; and now rohim 
that ts able, ro keep you from thoſe falſe teachers -and' falling 
into-their ungodly 'ways, and is-falſo able to preſent you 
faulrleſs before the preſence of his glory, to him I commend 

Ou. 
” And Fohn in the Reve/ations writes to the ſeven Churches, 
and Chriſt ſaith roche Church'of Epheſus; Thou haft tryed them 
which ſay they are Apoſttes and are not, and hath found them liars 
ſhewivg that they had power, &c. and thou hateft the deeds of 
the Nicolaitans, which Talſo hate. Now here you may ſee the 
Church. of Epheſus in the power of Chriſt had authority ro 
Judge andto tty liars and falſe Apoſtles, and the 'deeds of the 
Nicotaitans, and in the ſame ſpirit and power of Chriſt ; now 
che Church of Chriſt hath power to try and' to Judge ſuch 
things with the — within, as they bad in the Apoſtles 
davs. And therefore Chriſt faith, Him that overcomes, I will 
givetd eatof the tree of life which tin the mid} of the paradice of 
God. | | Hoa Ef 

And Fohn writes tothe' Church in 'S$mprna,and Chrift 'fairh 
1 know thy work, and tribulition, and poverty, but thou art ric 
Iknow, theblaſphemy of them which fay. they are Jews and are 

but the Synagighue of Satan. 

$0 here you may ſee the power and fpirit of. Chriſt which 
did Judge thoſethat were nor in the truth, .and Chriſt ith ro 
the Church'of Smyrna which was to be tryed, Be faithful unto 
death, and Twill give thee aCrown of Life, and he that. overcomes 
ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death; here is Chriſt comfotrable 
OO. 4. eau nun bans, - - 
| And John writes to the Church of Petgamas ;- and Cheilt faith] 
Thnow thy works where thou dwellet; where. Satans Seat is, and 
thou holdeft fp my name, and haft not -denyed ny faith'(to wit) 
the faith of , &c. but T have g few things ainf thee, be- 
cauſe thou haſt there ſome that. hold the Dottrine f Balaam, @c. 
and holds the Do#rines of the Nicolaitaris, which thing I hate; re- 
OE C 2 pent 
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pent. or elſe 1 will come unto thee quickfy, and. will fight againf 
them with the ſword of my mputh, 8c. | 
But to him that overcomes, I will give toeat of the hidden Man- 
na, and will give him « white flone, and in the white tone, a new 
ume written, which no man knows ſaving he that receives it. Here 
ou may {ee the care and encouragment of Chriſt concerning 
hb Church. 3 | 
Now were not theſe that ſaid they were Apoſtles, but the 
Church found Liars:; and they that ſaid they were Jews, bur 
tound Synagogues of Satan, and theſe which held the doftrine 
of Balaamand the Nicoliitans, a kind of Chriſtians that were 
got among the: Churches then, who with the power: and ſpi- 
rit of Chriſtthey bad authority co.judge{uch [piricsthen,and now 
in the Church of Chriſt, and to try their ſpirits whether they 
wcre and are of God. | | 
And Fohn writcs to the Church of Thyatira,&c.I Have a few 
things againſt thee, becauſe thou ſuffers the woman Texcbel, 
which calls her ſelf a propheteſt,to teach and to ſeduce my Servants, 
Now was not this Fezebe/a kind of a Chriſtian, which the 
Church of Thyatira did not make uſe of the Authoriry in the 
ſpirit and power of Chriſt to judge and ſtop, with the power 
of God,. which they ought to have done, and ro:do now in 
the Church of Chriſt, with the power and ſpirit of Chriſt, but 
Chriſt faith unto the reſt of Thzatira that have not known this 
doctrine (to wit) of Fezebe/s, bur that which yc have (to wit) 
the truth hold faſt till T come, and he.that overcomes and keeps m 
words unto the end, to him I will give power over nations, (ait 
Chriſt, and he:ſha# -ryte them, with a. rod of Irop. as the veſſels 
,of a potter -ſha4 they be broken to Sbivers, even as 1 received 1t of 
my father, and I will give him the morning tary, here Chriſt in- 
courages his Church with large promiles tobe faithful in his 
powerand ſpirit, and to keep the authority of it then, and he 
15 the ſame now to his Church that are faichful in the authori- 
ty of his power andſpirit... +... eu + 
And Fob writes to the Church of Sardicand is encouraged 
to be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things lick cent that are 
ready to dye, for I know thy works thou haſt aname that thou live 
and art dead: for I have nat found thy works perfeft before God, 
and if they did not repent and wateh,and hold if that which rhey 
| | 4 
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had received, Chrift woull come upon them as a thief, &Cc. bit 
thou haſt a few names in Sardis which have not defiled their gar- 
ments, and they ſhould walk, with Chriſt in white for they were 
worthy; Therctore itisgood for the Church to keep holy cican 
and pure, for Chriſt ſaith ſuch ſhall walk with him the holy 
One; and Chriſt fairh ro the Church of Sardis, he that over- 
comes the ſameſhall be clothed in white Raiment, and T will not 
blot out his name out of the book of life, but T will confeſs his name 
before my father, and before his Angels; here is encouragement 
to the Church of Chriſt ro be yaliant for hisname, and be fairh- 
ful in his power and ſpirit. | 
And John writes to the Church in Ph:/4de/phia, and Chriſt 
faith, 1 know thyworks, behold T have ſet before thee an open doar, 
and no man can ſhut it ; thou haſt a little ſtrength, and hath keft 
my word, and hath not denyed my name. Behol1, faich Chriſt, [ 
will make them of the Synagogue of Satan, which, ſay they; are 
Fews, and are not, but do lie; behold T wiil make them to come 
and worlhip before thy feet, and to know that T have, loved thee, 
&c. Were not theſea kind of Chriſtians which were the ſayers, 
that they were Jews and were nor, but did lye, that Chritt 
with his power would make them come and worſhip 
before the Church in Philadelphia, but Chriſt, bids the 
Church in Phi/ade/phia, Hold faf that which thou haſt, that.no 
man take thy Crown, Him that overcometh, will T make a; Pillr. 
in the Temple of my God, and he ſhall'go no more out : and I will 
write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the City of 
my God, which is new Jcrulalem, which cometh down out of heaven 
from my God: and Imill write upon him my. new name; Now. here 
you may. ſee how.Chriſt encourages: his. Church. to. be, fairhful 
& to overcome in his power, and Chrift willwrite Gods name, 
and his own new name, and new Feruſalems name upon them, 
that do overcome, and he will make them. Pillars in the Tem- 

leof God. Herethe Church may; ſee what-yromiſes, Chriſt 
va oeca to them, he that hath an.,cax lee. him hear 
what. the ſpiritfaich to the Churches, then and now; : +. - 
And John writesto the Church of the Laodiceans;” and Chriſt 
faith, I know thy works that thou-art neither cold nor hot,. F would 


thou wert either cold or ht cane thou art Luke-warm-and neither 


cold nor hot, I will ſpue thee ont of ny mouth, becauſe thou ſayeſ}, 


I art rich with theencreaſe of goods and bave need of nothing, and. 


kiiows 


(DD) 


knows not that thou art wretched, miſerable, poor, Blind and 
naked : 'and was not this Church rich in outward. profeſſion, 
but wantcd the poſſeſſion and the fre of Gods ſpirir, and its 
riches by which they ſhould have been made rich, and co ſee 
and be clothed with Chritts cloathing. 

And therefore the Church of Laodicez, and all ſuch that be 
rich in outward profethon, without poſſeſſion, are to take 
counſel of Chrift, who is Head of his Church, and to buy of 
Chrilt Go/l tryed in the fire that they may be rich, and a white 
raiment that they may be clothed, and that the ſhame of their nak- 
edneſs do not appear, and angint their eyes, with eye ſalve, that 
they may ſee theſe things Chriſts Church muſt have trom him 5 
and Chriſt faith, as many as I te, T rebuke, and 'chaſten, be 
zealous therefore, and repent z behold, T fand at the door, and 
knock,; 1,to wit, Chriſt, if any man hear my voice and open the 
door, to Wit, of his heart, by the grace and the light of Chriſt, 
I will come into him, and will ſup with him and he with me ('to- 
wit) the heavenly Marriage ſupper; to him that overcomes will 
grant to Sit with me in my throne even as I alſo overcame we 
down with my father in hs throne; Here you may fee the blefted 
promiſes. of Chriſtthat he hath promiſed ro his Church, which 
may encourage all to be fairhful and to walk and live by the 
faich of Chrifh, which is the vitory by which they have acccfs 


ro God. | 
The Apoftte told the Philippians and the Ephefans, Let no 
man deceive you with vain words, for many walk of whom Thave 
told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemyes of 

the crofs of Chrift, whoſe end will be deſiruftion. 

' You may. fee'whar carc in 'the ſpirit! of /God the Apoſtle 
hall' of the Chunth (of Chrift; and were riot theſe a kind of 
Chriſtians that the Apoſtle warns rhe Church of, that they 
ſhould not be deceived! with thair vain words; and therefore 
che 'Church of Chriſt is ro beware of fich 'now, and try their 
pris Wheeher chey'be of God, for the tre lllowipi inthe 
ſpiritof God; andhad. northe Apoſtle a, great:dealiof trouble 
with the falſe'Apoftles, deceitful workers, transforming rhem-. 
ſelves intothe Apoſtles of Chriſt, and faid, no marvel for $a- 
tan himfelfis transformed into an Angel of Light, and there- 
forcit is no grear thing if hisMinifters'alſo be transformed, as' 
the Miniſters of righteouſneſs whoſe cnd ſhall hd ach 
thei. 
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their works; and is there not too many fuch pretends. to be 
Apoſtles and Miniſters in this day, and tuch as boaſt them(clyes 
aboye their meaſure, and withour the meaſure of the ſpirir of 
God,and were not thele the falſe brerhren amongſt whom the 
Apoltle of Chriſt had to do withal in their day; and now the 
Servants of Chriſt have to do with the ſame and have their 
perils, who in the power of Chriſt dayly comes upecn -them, 
the care of rhe Churches now as in the Apoſtles days. 

And did not theſe falſe Apoltles, deceittul workers, that 
transformed themſelves asthe Apoſtlesof Chriſt, andthe Mini- 
{tersof Satan transformed themſelves, as the Miniſters of righ- 
reouſnefs, I ſay did not theſe go under the name of Chriſtians, 


and ſuch as were pufted up; bur the Apoſtle faith I will come 
and I will not know the ſpeech of them which are puſt up bur - 


the power, for the kingdom - of God is nat in word but in power ; 
for Satans Miniſters and falſe Apoſtles might have the good 
words and the fair {peeches,' and [peak great {welling words of 


vanity, and having the ſhceps clothing, and form of Godlinels, |, 


but denying the power therefore, and therefore the Ch irch of 


Chriſt is not to believe cvery ſpirit, butro cry theic {pirns whe- - 
ther they be of God, and not to know their.ſpeech bur the pow-" . 
cr, and to know whether they be in the power of Godlinels, 
for the kingdom of God ſtands not in word bur in power, and : 

pi is the ſafe knowledge to know people not in . 
ſpeeches but in the power of God and with the anointing, and | 
the ſpirit of Chriſt within, torry fpirits whether they be of: God 


therefore t 


or no; for the unity of the Cluurch of Chriſt is in the (piric 


which is the bond of peace, and there fellowſhip, andcomforr, 


and communion is in the Holy Ghoſt, which. LeadstheChurch 


of Chtiſt into alltruth, which proceeds from che father andthe - 


ton. 

And dothnot John ſay concerning the Aneichiiſtand falſepro- - 
phets, They went out from us, but they were not of us, for if they 
had been of ns, they would have continued with #s (towit) the - 
Church of Chrift,bur they went out from us, that they might : 
be made manife?t, that they were not all ' of. us, and {o now + 


many ſuch have gone out from the Church-of Chriſt, that 


they might be made manifeſt that they were not of us, but the 


Church of Chriſt in the Apoſtles days, and now have an Un- 
ion and anointing from the holy one in them, which pro- 


cceds , 


(22) 
eccds from the father and the ſon; and the Church of Chriſt 
need not any man to teach them but as the ſame anointing 
reachcs them, and as :t doth teach them they ſhall continue in 
the jon, and 1n the. father, from whence thisanointing comes, 


by which the Church of Chriſt knows all things; yea, thoſe 


that would teduce them from this anointing, yea, rhe 
Aurichriſts, and deceivers, and falſe prophets that go our 
trom the Church which are nor of the Church, though they 
may haye the torm of Godline!s, tait ſpecches and good words, 
butdeny the power rhereot; from ſuch the Church of Chrilt 
15 to turn away, which know the power of words with the 
Unction, and the {p'rir ot Chriſt can try their ſpirits that have 
the {ſpirit of decerning whether they be of God, and fo they 
are not to bclicve nor follow cvery ſpirit, but' try chem firit 
whar they believe in and what they tollow, this was the pra- 
ice of the Church of Chriſt in the Apoſtles days, which 
ought robethe fame now inthe Church of Chriſt, by which 
anointingthey continue 1n . the father and the Son, as before 
ſaid, and in it they have fe/lowſtip with the father and his Son 
Feſus Chri#, Amen. | | 

Andin _ _ _— Chriſt was | heron and oo forth 
by promiſes, and by figures, typcsan ws, and by the 
prophets and by the prophecyes, and when Chit was Sas 
the Apoſtlesproved our of the Law atid the prophets, and the 
Old Teſtament that Zefa wa the Chriſt to the Jo that had the 
law and the promiſes, Moſes and the prophers ; \o out of the Scrip- 
rures Moſes and the prophets, they proved that Jelus was the 
crue Chriſt. 


And they were noble thatdzd ſearch the Scriptures to ſee if 


theſe things were. ſo as the Apoſtles preacht concerning; Chriſt, 
and Chriſt did manifeſt himſelf ro be the true Chriſt by his 
preaching. and doftrine, miracles, ſufferings, death, reſur- 
retion and aſcenſion, and in ſending the holy Ghoſt, and ap- 


pearing in his people to be therrue Chriſt, and the fon of God 
and after Chriſt was. Rijen and preachr both ro the Fews and 
' Gentiles, and many belicved in him, and then the Apoſtles 
bids thera examine themſelves, and prove their own i{clves, how 
that Jeſus Chriſt was in them, except they were reprobates; 
ſoyoumay ſee herc are rwo proofs: firſttroproye that Jetus was 
.the Chriſt by Moſes,- and the Law and the prophets. 


And 
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And the ſecond proof was after the Jews and Gentiles did be” 
lieye in Chriſt, they were to prove and cxamine themſfelyes 
whether or no Jeſus Chriſt was within them; if not, they were 
reprobates. And again he faich, Chrif in you the hope wi glory; 
and again he ſaith, that. we may preſent every man perfeft in 
Chriſt Jeſu and tet Chrift rule in your hearts by faith; and he 

the fon of God hath life ; and he that hath not the ſonof 
God, hath not life; and Chriſt was poor of in the fleſh tocondemn 
fin in the fleſh, that we through him might become the righteouf- 
neſs of God in Chrift; and ſuch ſat together in the heavenly places 
in Chrift Jeſus. ; 

And fo the Church, the faints now with the Undtion with- 
in them, and the opevot Chriſt are to try whoare in the pow- 
er of Godlineſs and who nor, and to try the power of words 
and who make a profeiſion of Chriſt without life , and Chriſt 


the life is not in them they arereprobates, therefore we are not 


to belicyc every ſpirit, tho they, have a form of Godlineſs and 
good words, and fair ſpeeches, with the. ſheeps clothing, bur. 
ve aretotry their ſpirits whether they be. of God, yea ornay 3 
that was and is to be the practice of the Church of Chriſt with 
theanointing within, which wy have from the father and the 
ſon, which 1s ſufficient for the Church of Chriſtto try with all. 
For the Apoſtle faith, By it they krow al! things; then all things 
were created by Jeſns Chriſt, yes J. and allthings were made 
by Chrift the word, John 1. So he wasbefore all.things, and by 
himall things do conſiſt, Co//of, 1. and {o Chriſt is heir of a! 
things, by whom God made the worlds, and fo he upholdeth all 
things by the word of his power, Heb. 1. Who.hath al power in 
heaven and i the earth given tg him. | | 
And if any man be in Chrift he is a new Creature, and old 
things are. paſſed away and all things are become_ new; and all 
things are of God who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chrif, 
and God was in Chrift reconciling the world to himſelf, 8c. 2. Cor. 
5. Fr: 4-4 whom the world was made, T ſay, reconcile all things 
to himſelf, whether they be things in heaven, or in the earth by 
Jeſus Chriſtby whom God made all things both in heaven and 
in the earth, that he «7 reconcile all things to God-who 
hath reconciled us to God, 2 Cor. 5. who bruiſes the Serpents 
head and flayeth the Enemy and dftwoys the Devil and his 
works, that in ce dipenlaton of the fulnels of times, on 
| | might 
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might gather together in one all things in Chriſt, both which 
arc in heaven, and which are in the earth, even in him by 
whom they were made, Ephe/. 1. | 

So Jew, Gentile, Malc, Female, bond or free, are all one 
in Chriſt Teſus; and the Apoſtle Paulſaith he was to make all 
men to {ec what isthe fe/lowhip of the miſtery,which fromthe begin- 
ring of the world hath been hid in God,who created all things by 

eſus Chriſt, Ephcſ. 3. So this fellowſhip hath been a Miltery 
id from the beginning of che world, and their fellowſhip in 
the world, but now s m24de manifeſt in Chriſt by whom the worlds 
were made, to wit, to his Church. And God who is faithtul 
hath calicd us tothe fellowſhip of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
t Cor. 1, ashedid the Church in the Apoſtles days. :And John 
in hisgeneral Epiſtle to the Church of Chriſt faich, That ye al- 
lo may have fellowhhip with us and truly our fellowſhip is with the 
father and with his ſon Feſus Chriſt, and if we pines the Light 
as heis inthe Light, we have fellowſhip one with another. So here 
'sthe truce Churches fellowſhip with God and Chriſt, and one 
with another that walks in the Light which is the life in Chriſt, 
and not the vain talkers of the Light, and walkers in dark- 
nels. | | 

And David faith, Shall the throne of iniquity have "5 
with thee ( to wit ) the Lord, which framcth nuſchicf, &c. tal. 
94. 72 tor the Apoſtle faith, 2 Cor. ,6. what fellowſhip hath 
righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs, or what communion hath Ligl t 
ith darkneſs; and the Apoſtle ſaith rothe Church, I would nor 
have you to have fellowſhip with Devils, and the Apoſtle cold 
the Church of Chirſt, thattheir fellowſhip was in the Goſpels. the 
pawer of God which was before the Devil was, and. his followſhips, 
and ſuch come to know oy? a of the Reſurrettion of Chrif, 
and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, and ſuch had a fellowſhip 
with the father and with the ſon, after Chriſt was riſen; and 
ſuch had no fc)low with, the unfruittul works: of darkneſs, bur 
rather reproved them, and the Apoſtle ſaid, the cup of blegings. 
which we bleſs, is it not the Communion of the blogd of Chrit and 
the bread that we break, is it not the Communion of the. body. of 
Chriſ#, for we being many are one bread and one hody,: for . we are 
all partakers of that one bread; is not thisthe bread Chriſt which 
comes down from heaven? as in FohnG. And his blaod, which 
Chriſt ſaich, they muſt eat and drink if they have life in them ; in 

” which 


025.) 


which bread and blood is the faintscommunion, and the Saints 
and the Church ofChriſts communion now and in the Apoſtles 


days, is inthe Holy Ghoſt, 2 Cor. 13. which proceeds fron: the 
father and the fon, which leads then? into all ruth and ihc 


Church of Chriſts communion. is not in that which doth pro- 


cced from men below ; bur in that which proceeds from God 
and his Son, unto whom be glory in the Church by Chriſt Jc- 
{us chroughour all Ages, world without end. Amen. 

There arc many oypoters of the order of the truth, and ot 
che glorious Goſpel ot Chriſt the power of God, who nevycr 
grew up in the truth, thougn they have ha {ome opening 
and ſome lights, and it may become lo far as Corah, Dathan aind 

_ Abiram, and ſo far as Cain and Ba/aam, and {6 faras thele that 
Fohn ſpeaks of in his general Epiſtle, that went fromns, and had 
they been of us, no doubt but they would have continued with 1s, 

and ſuch as come lo far as the Apoſtle ſpcaks of, thete hea! 
high minded, and ſclt willed, fierce diſpiſers of them that are 
good,that had the form of Godlineſs, but denyed the power there, 
and theſe that with good words and fair ſpeeches deceived the hearts 
of the ſimple, and theſe falſe brethren and falſe Apoſtles, and 
falſe teachers that promiſed liberty, to begmle and bring into 
bondage,all rheſc might get the form of Godlinels,bur deny rhe 
power thereof, and ſothe order thereof, and were ne of cor- 
rupt minds, which did reſiſt therruch, which now rales 1n the 
hcarrsof his pzople, and ſo then reſiſted the order of the truth 
and the Goſpel of the holy government.of Chriſt; and ſuch as 
Fames ſpeaks of in a ſeeming vain Religion, which did not 

' warm,cloth and feed their brother or fiſter, nor viſit the father- 

. lefgand widdows in their tribulation, &c. ſuch might be hearers 

. and talkersof the word,bnt not doers of the word, and boaſters 

of faith andbeliefand Religion, but were our of the works,and 
practice of the living faith, belief and pure Religion, which 
there are too many ſuch now as was then in the Apo- 

Niles days, Who profeſs they know God, but in works deny him 

being abominable and diſobedient, and to every good work Tepro- 

bate. | Ed 
And alſo Peter and Fade declare againſtfhlrhy Dreamers, That 

diſpiſe dominion and ſpeak evil of dignities, and are preſumptuonus 

' ſelf-willed, and wells without water, and trees without fruit, twice 

- dead ant pluckt up by the Root al and. carryed about ofthe winds, 


- 
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or Witha tempeſt, and clouds without rain, and wandering fars, 
' and raging waves of the Sea, foaming out their own ſhame ; theie 
arcthe murmurers and complainers, &c. and withrheir mourhs 
they ſpeak great (welling words, &c. and thele are' they who 
{eparace themſelves, ſenſually having not the ſpirit,bnt are erred 
from it like Balaam; and then ſpeakers evil of dominion and 
dignitics, as Corah and his company did agamſt the Law of 
God, and Moſes; and ſodo theſe againſt rhe dignities and do- 
minions of the truth and ſpirit and power of God, the Goſpel 
and his Apoſtles and Miniſters of the Spirit, and the Goſpel of 
Chrift, and the holy order of the truth, and theſpirir'and the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, whoſe government and encreaſe of it hath no 
end, who now rulesin the hearts of his people in 'males'and fe- 
males his Church, who is theglorions head of it. 

And the Apoſtle ſaith, Ler the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honour, eſpecially they who Iabour in the word and 
dottrine. 

Now they that labour in the word, labour in that word by 
which all things were made and created, and in that word that 
upholdeth all things by his power; and John faith in the be- 
ginning was the word of life which they had heard and ſeen, and 
looked upon and handled with their hands the word of life. And 
ſo the Elders do labour in the word of lite which was in the be- 
ginning, and all things were madeby it; and this 15 the word 
of reconciliation which is commited to Chrifs Miniſters of the ſpi- 
rit; and fo they do labour inthis word by which they aremade 
clean and fanfifyed, and by this word all things areſanCifyed 
ro them, by which word they were made good that do labour 
inthe word, by which all things were made, and this is-the 
word thatdorh reconcile Gods } mores God, .and to all things. 

in hcavenand in the carth, and rhis is-rhe word by 'which-all 
' Gods children are born again of theimmorral ſeed by the wotd 
of God, and do feed on the milk of the word, by which: all 
things were made; which word lives andabides for ever, and 
thisis the word which by the Goſpel is preached unto you ( to 
wit ) the Church, and ohn faith the old commandmentis The 
word which ye have heard from the beginning, and s called the 
word of faith, and the word of wiſdom, and the word of patience, 
and the word of power, and the word of life, in this word' the 
Minifters of the ſpirit did labour, and the Church - of Chrift 
was 


(27)) 
was waſhed with the'water of the word, and'this wasthe word 
that was performed ro Facob, and which fo often did appear 
tothe Prophets, by -wliich they ſaw Chriſt to come many years 
before he came, and was made manifeſt in the fleſh, and: was 
the word whom the Apoſtles preached, which the later pro- 
-feffors knew fiot, nor knows not now, but by reyclation of 
the Light and ſpirit of God. | 
And the Apoſtle faith to the Church ' of the Romans, Salute 
Urbane owr hefper in Chrif#; ſo che truc Miniſters of the Spirit 
were helpers in Chriſt the ſecond Adam. . And again the Apo- 
ftle faith, Greet them that-be of the honſhol! of Narciſſus, which 
are in the Lord; ſo theſe were religious families that were in 
the Lord. And falute Tryphena and Traphoſa,who labour in the 
Lord. And falnte Perſis which laboured in the Lord; fo you 
- do ſee how Chriſts Miniſters did labour in the Lord then and 


now. 
And the Apoſtle faith to the: Corinthians, we are labourers 
together with God, YTe-are Gods husbandry;ye areGods building; 
and the Apoſtle faith thar ye ſnbmit your ſelves to ſuch, and to 
- every one that hetpeth with us, and laboureth (towit) in the 
Lord. And the Apoſtle-faich: to the Philippians, I intreat thee 
true: yoke fellow, help thoſe women which laboured with me in the 
Goſpel, 'with Cl2ment alſo, and with others 'my- fellow labourers, 
- whoſe names rein the book of-life. | 
Here you may ſee the women as well as the men laboured in 
the Goſpelthe power of God, whoſenames were written in the 
book of life, ſo the Apoſtlesand Miniſters could then, and the 
"ſaints now with the anointing within try the ſpirits, and could 
and cane} who labonteth in-the Lord; and in the. Word and 
Goſpel fromthe Miniſters of rhe' Letcer;/ now to him that is of 
power *to Stabhſh you according to my. Goſpel (to wit )of Chriſt 
and the preaching of Jeſus according to the revel tion of the myſtery, 
. which was kept ſecret fince the world began. But now is made mani- 
feof, *and by the Scriptures of the Prophets, according to the com- 
mandment of the everlaſting God(fo not at the commandment of 
men) madeknown unto all Nations for the obedience of faith; 
according to Romans -16. And ſo now again the ſame Goſpel 
is preacht ro themthart haveapoſtared from it {ince:the Apoſtles 
days. -' $0 the grace of God be with all them that love our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt and peace be with you all whic1 are in Chriſt Jeſu. 
Amen, And 


. (28) 

And God the father who: hath loved us and hatlr. given us 
eycrlaſting conſolation, and good hope through his grace, com- 
fort "4 hearts and eſtabliſh you in every good word and 
work. 

Now all my dear friends and brethren in Chriſt Jeſus, in 
the bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, conſiderall chele things to the good 
and comfortin him. Amen. : 

And youmay {ec in P/al. 120. how Godlineſs hath the pro- 
mite, of this life and of that which is to come. - And David 
ſaith, Bleſſed is the manthat fears the Lord, ſurely he ſhall not be 
moved forever; the righteous ſhall be in everlaſting Remembrance 
( Mark ) everlafting rememberance. | 

And againin P/a/. 24. the Citizens of Gods ſpiritual king- 
dom lift up your heads, faith Cliriſt, O ye gates and be ye lifted 
up, Oye everlaſting doors, and the king of glory ſhall come in, whos 
the king of glory the Lord of hoſts he is the king of glory: and 
wheredoth he come inbut 18 the hearts of his people. | 

And in Proverbs the 19. As the whirle wind paſſes, o s the 
wicked no more, but the righteous us an everlaſting foundation, the 
righteous ſhall never be moved, the lips of the righteous knows what 
_ will be acceptable, but the mouth of the wicked ſpeaks frowardneſs. 

' And 1/az. 59. the Lord faith to Them that were faithful, ever 
unto them will I give in mine houſe, and within my walls and pal- 
lace, and a name better then of fons and of daughters, I will give 
them an everlaſting name that ſhall not be cut of | 

And you may ſee the Churches glory and encreaſe, in 1/a;. 
Go. the Lord faith, Whereas thou haft keen forſaken and hated, 
&c. 1 will make thee an eternal excellency, -a Joy of many genera- 
tions, thou ſhalt call thy walls falvation and thy gates praiſe. 

And Jeremiah ſaith; the Lord # with me, - &C. Therefore his 
perſecutors ſhall ſtumble, they (hall not prevail, they fhall be great- 
ly aſhamed, for they ſhatl not proſpers therr everlaſting  confhjon 
ſpall never be forgotten; Jer. 29. and T1 will bring an everlaſting 
reproach upon you and a perpetual ſhame which ſhall never be for- 

gotten, Jer. 23. © | i 

Here yu may ſee the Judgment of the Lord upon the wick- 
ed Jews. And again the Lords promiſe -is to the faithful, who 
faith Thate lovedthee with an everlaſting love, therefore with lov- 
ing kindneſs have T drawn thee,” Twill build- thee and thou ſhalt be 


_ t1/1), Owiremoflirad, &c.; Jer. Zr. | 
£25 6354 And 
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(29) 

And Chriſt faith, He that believeth on the ſon of God hath 
everlaſting life ( Mark ) hath everlaſting life, but :he that be- 
lieveth not on the ſon of God, ſhallnot ſee life but the wrath of God 
abideth on him, John J. 36. but whoſoever drinketh of the water 
that T ſhall give him (to wit) Chriſt, ſhall never thirft, but the 
water that T ſhall give him ſhall be in hima wellof water ſpringing 
up into everlaſting life, John 4. 14- 

And the Apoltle exhorts the Co/loſſians,to tand faft, 8c. who 
was beloved of the Lord Feſus Chriſt and God the father, and hath 
given us everlaſting conſolation, whoſhall puniſh the wicked with ever- 
laſting deſtruttion from the preſence of the Lord, and the glory of his 

ower. 

f Now here you may ſce theeverlaſting miſery of the wicked, 
and theevcrlaſting happineſsof Gods faithful people; and Chriſt 
ſaith, My ſheep hear my voice and T know them and they follow me, 
and I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, nei- 
ther ſhall any pluck them out of my hand; my father which gave 
them me is greater than all, and none is able to pluck them out of 
my fathers hand, John. 10. Thercfore it is good for all the ſheep 
of Chriſt to follow Chriſt the ſhepherd who gives you eternal 
life, and keeps his ſheep from them that would deſtroy them, 
but they cannot pluck them out of Chriſts the ſhephards hand, 
nor outof Chriſt the ſanftury in whom ye have peace and ſafety, 
and in Chriſt, paſtors of life, he feeds his ſheep with eternal lite, 
which hear Chriſt the ſecond Adam his heavenly voice, which 
is diftin& from the voice of the Devil and his Angels, and all 
the yoiccs of natural Adam ſons and daughters below. 


George Fox. 
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